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As you have probably noticed, our school is now concealed by 
vibrant blue bars. Why, you wonder? This is because PS3 is under 
construction. “This school is very old,” says Ali, a construction 
supervisor with an unmistakable accent. (PS3 has been open since 
1896.) “We got complaints about wind and water coming through 
the windows. This school has wood frames. Nobody makes wood 
frames for windows anymore… Only thirty percent of schools have 
wooden windows.” Ali and his crew are renewing, repairing, and 
waterproofing PS3’s windows. Our construction friends are from a 
private company called ABAX located in Long Island City. They 
work 8 hours a day, and have a coffee break at six o’clock. 

Summertime Movies 

Our critics tell you which 
movies to check out while 
you’re bored at home this 
summer. 
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Window Repair at PS3 
By Luna Baker-Stohlmann 

 

Neighborhood Stories 
Read about some of the oldest 
businesses in the city, right 
around the corner from PS3!

ELA Test Protest 
Kate Sullivan 

Every year starting in third grade, students have to take the state 
ELA test. Ugh! I know, it sucks. Well, PS3 and many other 
schools are having a protest against the ELA reading test. Some 
of the questions were inappropriate based on our grade and what 
we have learned this year. The articles were filled with typos, and 
the questions were confusing. Fourth grader Catrina McGrath 
said, “It was confusing because the punctuation was wrong.” PS3 
school administrator Terry Spring-Robinson said, “The test was 
not aligned with the core curriculum, students were distressed and 
weren’t sure if they should answer the questions or correct the 
typos.” It was a peaceful, non-violent protest.  
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Profiles 

Neighborhood News 
 

 

David’s Shoe and Watch Repair 
Catrina McGrath and Kate Sullivan 

 
Shoes, watches, or both? Both! David and his son Leie 
own a repair shop. David repairs and polishes shoes and 
his son repairs watches. David has owned his shop for 
thirty years. He loves interacting with his customers and is 
very friendly. David is from Russia and has a Russian 
accent. He fixes shoes the old-fashioned way and has 
machines that are one hundred years old! He has a sewing 
machine and a sander, which gets the shoes ready to be 
glued. He polishes the shoes by hand. He also repairs 
coats, belts, and purses. Leie can fix up to fifteen watches 
a day. David’s Shoe and Watch Repair is on Hudson 
Street.  

Sammy’s Pet Shop 
Amelia Tejeda and Sophie Frenk 

 
Sammy owns a grey and white cat with ocean blue eyes 
who lives in his pet shop. Sammy was born in Jerusalem, 
Israel. Did you know that Sammy plays guitar for the cats 
and dogs that come into the store? He is so generous that 
he gives out free treats to the dogs and cats. His shop is so 
amazing that his cat has a secret door to go in and out of 
the store. Even if you don’t have a pet, go to Pet’s Kitchen 
to hear Sammy play his guitar. Pet’s Kitchen is on 
Christopher Street. 
 

 
Hudson Post Office  

Re-Opens 
Kate Sullivan and Catrina McGrath 

 
In our last issue, you might remember we told 
you about the Hudson Post Office closing. It 
has officially re-opened! The post office 
declined an interview with us because it’s a 
federal building and we didn’t have 
permission. Luckily, we found a secret source 
(our favorite neighborhood mail lady…) to 
tell us. It all started when a car crashed into 
the glass door of the post office. The post 
office closed for about two months, while 
they re-did the foundation and fixed the glass 
windows. At last, they re-opened about three 
months ago. Jenny Sullivan, a ten-year 
resident of the neighborhood is very happy 
the post office re-opened: “Now I don’t have 
to go across town to the other one.” 
 

Profiles 
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Opinion  
 

E-Cigarettes Sold in Party Store! 
 Sophie Frenk 

 
Do you think it is okay to sell e-cigarettes next to toys in a party 
store? Well, I don’t. One afternoon, I came across the Hudson 
Party Store. It caught my eye with all these toys in the window: a 
pink dollhouse, a light-up carousel, and a plastic toolbox. Then, out 
of the corner of my eye, I saw a whole bunch of e-cigarettes on 
display. The box said: “More flavor, more satisfaction.”  
 My Uncle smokes before I wake up and after I go to bed. 
Just one cigarette after another. This window might make kids 
think smoking is good. Maybe some people will say e-cigarettes 
are better for you, but they’re not. Since the e-cigarettes are next to 
the toys, kids might think it’s a toy! Once again, the Hudson Party 
Store window display disturbed the Picture This! News Team.  
 

City News 
 

Lupus Walk 
Olivia James and Catrina McGrath 

 

Lupus is a horrible disease that affects your immune system and 
causes your body to attack healthy cells and tissues. The cause is 
unknown and so is the cure. Anyone can get it, male or female, but 
it affects women more. Some symptoms are muscle pain, fever, 
chest pain, and hair loss.  

But now there’s a Lupus Walk. The Lupus Walk has many 
meanings. One of the main meanings is raising money. You can 
pledge money for a team or as a team. Your team can make shirts 
with your own logo, or buy a shirt with a logo, or someone else can 
make it. “My uncle has Lupus. He can’t do what he could do, but 
he’s okay,” said Olivia James. The New York City Lupus Walk for 
2014 is on October 18th. For more information, go to 
www.walk.lupusresearch.org.  

Olivia James 
 
The afterschool team brought 
kids to the Museum of 
Natural History. We were 
studying science. We saw 
Snow White. You might be 
thinking, “why Snow White?” 
but in her story there was a 
poison apple. The kids had to 
solve mysteries on iPads that 
were shown on the screen. 
For Harry Potter lovers, they 
had some cool spell books 
and all of the stuff from the 
movies. We watched a 
mystery film and it was funny 
(it was a cartoon!). Did you 
know: if you eat too much 
salt you can get poisoned? 
We hope to see YOU on our 
next PS3’til6 trip. 
 

Poison Exhibit: 
Dead or Alive? 
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Incredible Edible Science 
by the Picture This! News Team 

 
Every Thursday at PS3 ‘til 6 Afterschool, Johnny and Kelsey 
teach a class called Kitchen Lab. They teach a different 
lesson every week. In this class students learn delicious 
recipes and the science behind the food. First, they learn the 
science behind the food, then they make the food, and then 
they eat it! Johnny likes that because it feels like they earn 
the food they eat.  

Johnny likes the science more than the food. They 
have made sushi, french fries, and eggs - in the lesson called 
“The Incredible Edible Egg.” The class learned about 
emulsion when they made whipped cream for strawberry 
shortcake. Kelsey loves strawberries, especially when they 
are in season. Emulsion is when you combine two things and 
make them stable, in this case, cream and air. When they ate 
green vegetables, they learned about chloroplasts and 
photosynthesis, which is how plants get nutrients from 
sunlight.  
 Johnny teaches the science and Kelsey teaches the 
cooking. Johnny has been teaching at PS3 ‘til 6 for four 
years. He has been cooking since he was a kid, and he loves 
that he has the opportunity to teach with a professional chef 
like Kelsey. Kelsey used to work at the Meatball Shop and 
then at a bakery, and is a published author of the book 
“Vegan Beans From Around the World.” Johnny studied 
biology in college, and his goal is to teach students science in 
a way they can understand. A cool fact he knows about food 
is that in the Amazon rainforest, kids search out tarantulas 
the size of a dinner plate, roast them over the fire and eat 
them! 
 At the end of each class they hold a raffle and one 
lucky winner will get a treat, like a strawberry chocolate 
whipped cream dish! Don’t worry parents, it’s not all sugar! 
The class eats about forty percent vegetables, thirty percent 
fruit, ten percent oil, ten percent meat, and ten percent sugar, 
salt, and junk food. The Picture This! News Team is going to 
sign up and you should too!  

From Inc. Magazine 
to PS 3’til 6 
by Olivia James 
 
Monica came to work with 
the Picture This! News 
Team. Monica is a photo 
editor who works for Inc. 
Magazine. A photo editor 
edits the photos that people 
take. Monica uses her 
computer to edit photos from 
her camera. Monica has been 
working at Inc. for two years, 
before that she was at GQ 
Magazine. She came to our 
class twice and taught us 
about photo composition, 
planning a photo shoot, and 
the importance of editing. 
We are excited to announce 
that Monica will be teaching 
a photography class next year 
at PS3 ‘til 6! 
 

Special Guests  
Afterschool  Updates 
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Patema Inverted 
Luna Baker-Stohlmann 

 
Patema Inverted is an exciting childrens’ movie 
(though only for nine year olds and up) now 
exported from Japan for the first time. It’s a 
superiorly styled film that somehow has the 
feeling of being relaxing and extremely intense 
in the face of murder. Patema Inverted is about a 
boy living in a completely normal world (maybe 
a little too normal) and his connection with a girl 
named Patema, who lives in an upside down 
world with opposite gravity. These “creatures” 
with opposite gravity are called “inverts” in the 
normal world. The two children bond throughout 
the movie and must get Patema out of captivity 
and the normal world. 
 Even though this movie has absolutely no 
humor, not to worry, you fart lovers; you will 
still enjoy this movie. The only thing I would 
suggest is that they translate the Japanese into 
English, so you don’t have to read the subtitles. 
Because no one wants to read a movie! 
 

4

Mr. Peabody and Sherman 
Kate Sullivan 

 

 
 
I’m a dog… have you seen Mr. Peabody and 
Sherman? Well if you have, then you are a dog. 
Mr. Peabody and Sherman is a funny animated 
film about a dog that adopts a boy. Mr. Peabody 
is a scientist with a diploma from Harford 
University for dogs. One day he sees a baby boy 
in a box, it reminds him of himself when he was a 
pup, so he decides to adopt him. Sherman grows 
up with Mr. Peabody, and they have a secret.  

Mr. Peabody has a time machine called 
“the way back,” and every day Mr. Peabody takes 
Sherman on a trip to a time so he can learn about 
it… until one day Sherman has to start school! 
Everything is fine until Sherman meets a bully 
and she provokes him to bite her arm! 

Mr. Peabody invites her parents over to 
clear things up, and he reveals his secret and they 
go on an enormous adventure to Egypt, Italy, the 
Trojan war and so on. This is a hilarious, 
adventurous movie and I highly recommend you 
see it, if you’re a kid or a parent or anyone! The 
lesson in this movie is that anyone can be family 
and you shouldn’t judge a person (or a dog) by 
what they are but who they are. 

Summertime Movies! 



  

 

 3-6 Newsletter 
 

Issue  # 2  [Spring 2014] 

 

Issue  # 2  [Spring 
2014] 

 
 

Picture 

This! 
Brought to you by the 

students of the PS 3 ‘til 6 
Docu-Journalism class 

Violets 
Kate Sullivan 
 
Violets bloom in the night, 
Daffodils shine everywhere 
with a fancy golden light. 
Roses burn blood colored, 
trying to catch your eye with 
all their might. 
Magnolias tickle your nose, 
Poised in a difficult but 
perfect pose. 
Lilacs fall from everywhere,  
Onto your head and into your 
hair. 
 

Poetry 
Corner 

Love and Hate 
Luna Baker-Stohlmann 
 
The two opposites 
that people tend to forget 
about. 
They wrap themselves 
around the earth 
like a mother’s arms 
around a child. 
In each person, 
a lion prepared to protect 
its master 
or a serpent ready to kill. 
Either one can defeat the 
soul. 
Sometimes you just have 
to count on nature 
that holds a balance 
of two things 
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